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  The Sonship Relation Between God and Jesus Christ

“But who do you say that I am”? And Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:15-16 New King James Vesion). 

   That was Peter’s answer, but imagine if Jesus Christ were asking you that same question, what would your answer be? Some people would say that Jesus is the second person of the Trinity, others will answer that Jesus is the eternal God Himself, and others like Peter will answer that Jesus is the Son of the living God. 


For some Christians the sonship of Jesus is literal, they believe that Jesus really is the Son of God, others say that this is not a literal Father-Son relationship, but only a mere figurate language. But what does the Bible say about this relationship? Is Jesus the Son of God, and in this case was He born somewhere in the faraway past, or is He the Eternal God, who had no beginning? If the second option is true, then the Father-Son relationship is false.

John wrote, “Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?” (1 John 5:5). There is something about believing that Jesus is the Son of God that enables us to overcome the world. God’s love was demonstrated by His giving up the greatest gift that anyone could ever give up, His only begotten Son. “In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him” (1 John 4:9). Certainly this is a very important thing to understand and believe. Do you think Satan is aware of this? Certainly! Do you think Satan wants you to overcome the world? Certainly not! Satan’s goal is to have you believe that Jesus is not actually the Son of God.  John also wrote, “Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denies the Father and the Son” (1 John 2:22). This is quite interesting. John predicted that the antichrist would deny the Father and the Son. We are living in the times when people deny the Father and the Son by denying that the Father is actually a father and the Son is actually a son. The introduction of the Trinity by the Romans to the Christian church destroyed that relationship.

The ones who defend the Trinitarian viewpoint say that Jesus was not God’s Son until He came into the world. They say that, as Mary was the mother of Jesus, God became His symbolic Father. This cannot be true. If Trinitarians believe that God is three “persons”, then the Father of Jesus would be the Holy Spirit, not God as it is written in Luke 1:35.

The Bible teaches us that Jesus is the Son of God even before the incarnation, when he came to this world. Solomon who lived hundreds years before the incarnation of Christ, wrote about it on the book of Proverbs (Old Testament). “Who has ascended into heaven, or descended? Who has gathered the wind in His fists? Who has bound the waters in a garment? Who has established all the ends of the earth? What is His name, and what is His Son’s name, if you know?” (Proverbs 30:4). Note that Solomon was writing about the creation of this world and he clearly says that two Divine beings were present in this occasion – God and His Son. Obviously the writer of Proverbs knew that God had a Son. When Nebuchadnezzar cast three men into the fire he said: “Look!” he answered, “I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire; and they are not hurt, and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God” (Daniel 3:25). Even Nebuchadnezzar knew, from his association with Daniel, that God had a Son. 


In the Book of Proverbs, chapter 8, we have the explanation of how Jesus was born. Jesus is the Wisdom of God (I Corinthians 1:24 and 30; Colossians 2:3), and the eighth chapter of Proverbs explains about the time when God possessed His Wisdom. Of course these verses are not saying that there was a time when God didn’t have Wisdom, but it is showing us that Jesus had a beginning. “The Lord possessed me at the beginning of His way, before His works of old. I have been established from everlasting, from the beginning, before there was ever an earth. When there were no depths I was brought forth (was born), when there were no fountains abounding with water. Before the mountains were settled, before the hills, I was brought forth (was born): while as yet He had not made the earth or the fields, or the primeval dust of the world. When He prepared the heavens, I was there, when He drew a circle on the face of the deep, when He established the clouds above, when He strengthened the fountains of the deep, when He assigned to the sea limit, so that the waters would not transgress His command, when He marked out the foundations of the earth, then I was beside Him, as a master craftsman: and I was daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him” (Proverbs 8:22-30).  Continuing on verse 35 we read: “For whoever finds me finds life, and obtains favor from the Lord;” and chapter 9 verse 5 reads: “Come, eat of my bread and drink of my wine which I have mixed.”  It is crystal clear that this text is talking about Jesus, and the writer Ellen White confirms that in Patriarchs and Prophets. “The Sovereign of the universe was not alone in His work of beneficence. He had an associate—a co-worker who could appreciate His purposes, and could share His joy in giving happiness to created beings… And the Son of God declares concerning Himself: "The Lord possessed Me in the beginning of His way, before His works of old. I was set up from everlasting. . . . When He appointed the foundations of the earth: then I was by Him, as one brought up with Him: and I was daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him." Proverbs 8:22-30” (White, 1890, p. 34). 


In the New Testament we find innumerous texts that prove the literal Father-Son relationship. Paul wrote concerning Jesus Christ, stating that He “is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature” (Colossians 1:15). According to the text Jesus was begotten of the Father before anything was created. Please notice that Jesus was not created (the Jehovah’s Witnesses teach that He was) (http://tektonics.org/jwsandjesus.html). He could not have been created, for everything that was created was created by Him. (See Colossians 1:16, 17).  

Jesus was “brought forth” (“was born” in some translations) from God, having therefore the same Divine substance or nature of His Father. To better understand this process we have to study the creation of man. Remember that man was made in image of God. “Let Us (Father and Son) make man in Our (Father and Son) image, according to Our (Father and Son) likeness… So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male (Adam) and female (Eve) He created them” (Genesis 1:26-27). Note that God created man in two kinds, male and female, two separated beings, because creation was performed by two Divine beings, the Father and the Son, and man was created as Their image, according to Their likeness.  Lets concentrate in the way Eve was created to better understand the way Jesus was “brought forth” from the Father. “And Adam said: “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called woman, because she was taken out of man” (Genesis 2:23). Eve was “taken out” of man. She was made of Adam’s very substance (rib), having therefore his same nature. The Bible says they became one (Genesis 2:24) and the husband is the head of the wife (Ephesians 5:23). In the same manner God and Jesus are one, “I and My Father are one” (John 10:30) and God is the head of Jesus,  “… the head of woman is man, and the head of Christ is God” (1 Corinthians 11:3). It is clear that Man (Adam and Eve), were made in image of the Father and the Son. The same way that Eve was “taken out” of man was Jesus from His Father and in the same way Eve has the same Human nature of Adam, Jesus has the same Divine nature of God. Jesus is literally God’s only begotten Son.

God gave His only begotten Son for us. He has other sons, but He only has one begotten Son. We can be “sons of God” by adoption (Romans 8:14), angels are “sons of God” by creation (Job 1:6; 2:1), but Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God. What sets Jesus Christ apart from everyone else in the universe, and by which we know God’s love for us, is the fact that He was the begotten of God. “For the Father has life in Himself, so He granted the Son to have life in Himself, and has given Him authority…” (John 5:26-27).

God appointed His Son to be the inheritor of all things, and gave Him a name above every name. God loves His Son very, very much, yet He was willing to give Him up for you and me. God loves us as much as He loves His only begotten Son. Jesus prayed to His Father “that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me”(John 17:23). What a great love God has for you and me! 

John, at the closing of his gospel wrote, “And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book: but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name” (John 20:30-31). The Bible says that the apostle Paul, right after his miraculous encounter with Jesus, “Immediately (he) preached the Christ in the synagogues, that He is the Son of God” (Acts 9:20). Right after Philip preached the gospel to the eunuch, “If you believe with all your heart, you may (be baptized).” And he (eunuch) answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God” (Acts 8:37). Nathanael, an Israelite whose Jesus testified: “in whom is no guile”, said, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God!” (John 1:49). Martha, a close friend of Jesus said to Him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into the world” (John 11:27). John the Baptist testified, “And I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God” (John 1:34). Even Satan, the falling angel who knew Jesus from the past days of eternity said, “If You are the Son of God…” (Luke 4:3). God Himself gave the ultimate testimony, saying two times from heaven, “This is my beloved Son” (Matthew 3:17, 17:50). 

The Bible refers to Christ as God’s Son at least 120 times. It does this by using the phrase “Son of God” forty-seven times. Regarding the authenticity of Christ’s sonship He is called “the only begotten” five times, “the firstborn” three times, “the first begotten” once, God’s “holy child” twice. Four verses say He was “begotten” prior to His incarnation. Four verses say that He “proceeded forth from,” “came out from” or “came forth from” the Father. The evidence on this subject is overwhelming. Christ truly is the literal begotten Son of God, brought forth from the Father before all creation. “He who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; he who does not believe God, has made Him a liar, because he has not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son” (1 John 5:10). “Grace, mercy and peace will be with you from God the Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love” (2 John 1:3). 
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