THE WISCONSIN MOUNDS |

INTERESTING RELICS OF PRE-
HISTORIC COCIVILIZATION.

ELABORATE SYSTEMS OF DEFENSIVE
WORKS—MADISON THE CENTRE OF
AN ANCIENT RACE—THEIR BURIAL
PLACES AND THEIR WEAPONS.

MADISON, Wis.,, Aug. 9.—The largest prehis-
torioc work in this State heratofors desoribed,
and of which the Bmithsonian Institution has
published a complete report, is Fort Aztaian,
near Lake MIills, so named from the pyramidal
mounds found there, which greatly resemble

" those found in Mexico. But without doubt theo
most stupendouns and elaborate systom of de-
fensive works in the Btate are found in the
violnity ot this otty. The celebrated mounds ot
Ohio and Indiana can bear no comparison either
in size, design, or the skill displayed in their
construction with these gigantic and mysterious
monuments of earth—erectod we know not by
whom, and for what purpose we can only con-
jeeture. That the unknown race was semi-
civillzed 13 certain, as art of a high type flour-
ished among them. Carving in stone, especially,
was brought to a high degreo of perfection.
The art of weaving and dying cloth was known
and practicell, the color used belng invariably
red.

Madison was in ancient days the centre of a
teeming population numbering not less than
200,000 souls. It is situated on t}he northern
end of a chain of five lakes, between Lakes
Mendota and Monona, and extending south to
Lake Wingra. It is built on a ohain of hills
whioh slope gently down to the water's edge or
end in high bluffa. This was the mound builders’
paradise in bygone ages, and the region has lost
none of 1ts natural beauty.

On the land of George Catterson, seven
miles south of Madison, 18 a prehistoric fort.
It occupies the summit and southeast side of a

huge hill overlooking Lake Kegonsa. It is | caving in of the lake bank every year exposes
bounded on the east by & marsh and the cliffs thlerllntfx% g‘i‘g- fleld, on Lake Mendot 1

| : ' e endota’s shore

of the l1ake on the south. Tt is undoubtedly & between the Yahars River and ex-Gov. Fa.r:
strong position for defense. The fort is square well's house, was once the hattletleld in the
in shape. Its four outer walls are each 400 feet fg—;&ggﬁ& ma%ﬂgh%ﬂlﬁztgn %Ji:ltencle(tlnan 8-11130813
’ & 8ou ern side a

in length, and from the coentre of each side high steep hill rises up from the lake shore 130 feot
walls, 300 fteet long, stretoh out. Insidethefort, in height. On the topmost point stands a look-
about ten feet from the first line of breast glu:n%l%ugg. ‘grgfmm‘gh%ﬁ;&?n&g ome can com-
- milles around.

works, extends.a second. parallel to the others. Long lines of fortiflcations extend along the
In this line gates were left in the cornors, and 1ake shore, rising tier above tier, almost to the
these were protected by round mounds, tho i“lm‘&itr %“0 be:ling gﬁ’ 91; ﬁfteel% hun}dred feet (iill
ength. TOWRl1U © top are two altar mounds

tops of which show evidences of fire, for & few from whioh rose the smoke of saortfices offered
ineches below. the surface are found quantities of | to the red men's god. The ground 18 baked as
charcoal. In the centre are three moundsin a mill'gb“;gao;gcgggglg t};leersi?ii?org%mhat took place
direct line, connected with each other by a thin upon this open tield. The place is strewn with
bank of earth. The tops of these mounds are | the débris of the battle, a person living near by
sunken, showing that they served the purpose having picked up hundreds of arrow heads and
of ** caches,’” being hollmr. but in the lapse of ! many axes. Every axe picked up is broken.
ages the tcaps have caved 1in. After the fight an excavation was made near

Boattered about inslde the second line are six the shore about ten feet square, whieh, after
rows of earthworks about twenty feet long. A being linad with a peculiar substanoe, served
group of seventeen burial mounds oceupied the the purposes of & huge ¢cofin. In this mortuary
northeast corner of the fort, arranged in the chamber were deposited the dead. The ground
shape of a turtle. Two o0f these were opened near the pit 1a covered with flint chips, showing
and interesting finds made. In the first mound that weapons were manufactured on the spot to
opencd a layer of forest mold six inches in ' deposit with the fallen, who until this year re-
thickness was firat removed; then seven feet.of | %)osed in peace. Many skeletons were found in
yellow clay was penetrated and a thick bed of he bank, and wherover a cave-in oeccurred from
ashes and charooal, in which were scattered ar- | the enoroachment of the waves more were ex-
row heads of flint, and pottery prettily orna- posed to view. This SBpring the chamber was
mented in various patterns was brought to light. | reaohed and exposed, but the wind in a week's
Below this was a foot 0of olay so hardened by . time has almost wholly choked it with sand. A
the fire as to turn the edge of a spade. Beneath high mound 600 feet long was ereoted over the
this was a rudely made coffin of large fiat stones dead. A similar one, horseihoe shaped, meas-
probably brought from the lake. ures 1,100 feet in length. 1t is close beaide the

Upon being opened this coffin was found to one desoribed and probably contains other vio-
contain o large-sized skeleton in a sitting post- tims of the fight. Nearly avery skull in good |
ure, the earth within the coffin having held it enough preservation to be examined shows
in shape. The hardened clay above prevented marks of violence, the cleft of the tomahawk
the least moisture from entering, thus preserv- or the fracture caused by an arrow, which in
Ing the bones In fairly good condition. At the one or two instances was found imbedded in the
slde of the body was found a curiously-carved skull, .
pipe, in shape resembling a human head with In the construction of the mounds in this
peculiar charactersrudely out on the sides. Near | vioinity great oare was taken 10 remove even
the right hand wes an axé of banded slate in the the smalleat stone from . the mmaterial used ex-
form of an ancient double-edged battle axe, a cept when placed there for & purpose. A tumu-
number of arrow heads, and s gorget of slate. lus opened on the Wisconsin Hospital grounds
Near the feet was a jar of pottery, which was showed stones placed in position to form a noat
fillad with a black mold. This jar was unfort- pattern running from the top to the bottom,
unately broken by oneof the workmen while and beneath thig was placed the body. This |
handliing a spade. Another mound a few feet vieinity gives evidence of & long occupation and
away coOntained s number of arrow heads and 8 very large population. The fireplacesshowed |
two axes of the usual grooved form, but no different astrata of cinders and ashes, and the
bones. In s mound operned In the western oor- lower the excavations are pushed the ruder the
ner of the fort was found a square implement of forms of the pottery disclosed. Calcined bones
slate, veg highly polished. with a hole drilled split to extract the marrow are soattered
through the centre. through the mass.

Altogether, the fort ocouples about fifteen In the construction of the mounds, the earth
acres. It 1s now covered with a second growth was brought from long distances, and differs en-
of trees, but that there was once an older growth tirely in character from the native soil. Strati-
is shown by the stumps of former forest giants floation was universally practioed in bullding.
found here and there. Outside the fort the Two forms of burial were employed. Somse
ground has been plowed, and it Is shown that were buried with their weapons in the ordinary
there stood the village under the shelter of itas manner, while others were_cremated. In no |
walls. Pottery, arrow heads, broken axes, ana case were any weapons found with a cremated
flint spades are found here in profusion, as well body, but only orpnaments and pottery were
ag great numbers of noodles ot iron ore. Indeed, placed within the tomb. Bome were provided
the whole vicinity showsa the presemnce of iron with rude ocotling, while others were barled with-
ore in large gquantities. out them, and the olay tirmly plagced about the

The burial place of the town was situated on body and burned into a mass nearly as hard as
the 1and now owned by William Colloday,where brick, A number of the peculiar flintlike bones
there are seventeen burial mounds within the found in the head of Haploldonotus grunhlilus,
dofensea. A few feet below the surface of onc a flsh extinct as far as these lakes are com-
of these mounds a round implement of stone, cerned, are Irequently found in the mounds
around which a slight groove was made, running here. . ,
completely around both ways, thus dividing it Many implements of copper, consisting of
into quarters, was found. Upon it are rude beads, disks, spears, arrows, and axes, are found.
characters resembling bird tracks. A highly- Some of these appenr to have been cast, others
polished, pear-shaped Instrument of iron ore, are hammered into shape and contain nuggets
with a very small groove at the lesser end, was of sllver imbedded in the sides. All are tem-
also uncovered. pered by some unknown prooess. Ornaments

A short distance from the fort, to the north- of shell are also common, but when duyx out.
east, on the farm of Erick- Dierson, are found they invariably orumble away. They have the
strange ovens or fireplaces. All over the fleld sppearance of having been ground, snd small
can be noticed stones laid in cireles, about three holes were drilled through them. Muany rare
feet in diameter. These, upon being opened, and wondaerful artiocles of chipped flints are ex-
show & cavity about three fest deep, in the shapo cavated, needles of stone one-half an inochin
of an inverted cone, and the sides are carefully length, with the bass a quarter of an inoh long,
walled up with fiat stones. Around the edge, on from which & point of chipped flint as fine as &
the top of the ground, a space of about six inches needle extends. They are very fragile. Articles
was left bare. This ran around the mouth, and for driling holes in pipes and soft stone are

irocle of stones mentioned wa found ocoasionally. There are flints worked as
‘1;‘1‘;‘3’9%‘_’ Of,;;"ig;"';’f these %repelaces were laljgg round as o lead pencil, some straight and others

_ , with a variety of bases. A few double-borers
2}3:,““*33335 °h§§$‘e’§';§;ee§h° 3‘33338 of (ﬁ] © llﬁﬁg were diseovered, these having o place for the

ore in one of these ovens, of which hand in the centre, while each end was worked

there are about fifty. On this plece of land, on into a sharp point. r

the banks of the Yahara River, 18 a large mound £ K “39611 different typos . of ?rr%wbh&adst\ﬁ ere
in the shape of & war club. This mound was ound, among the most g i . S
partly opened, and was fonnd fllled with par- used in war. They are made triangular in form
ticles of lead ore. The mud on the river banks and with serrated edges, and were fitred loosely
was also covered with fine particles of lead ore, into s reed. When‘ these projectiles entered tho
which shine like diamonds in the sunlight. All body the firat oflort would naturally be to at-
the works described are agsociated with the tempt to draw them out, but tho loosocly-titted

. head of flint would remain in the wound, the
*I.lfjo{;-ll‘;lgf ftl;tg %ﬁ?gfn'd‘;in?gertge undoubtedly the toothed edges worldng it further and further in-

N . : ward, and would eventually cause death. An-
Oultfgi"‘t‘;f“izfﬁg Yﬁgﬁ;ﬁf i:r];a: ggigggm;?arg%gg other form has the edges beveled, which would

down to o width of only a few yards. Breast- give n rotary movement, and was an instrament

igr i ' 1. Instrumaenta
works were ercoted on each side of the banks, designed to give a terriblo wounc !
1hus making it 1mpossible for a party to gain an %ﬁe found ff"r sklnning‘ V“E“{:‘J‘J%Uf?ﬁg aﬁi;’;
entrainoce into that lake even should they esoape i?l Sﬁmet t;”' m ‘,F;J ﬂ{)'ro 6 S, Ul they Jave
the fors further down. BSignal stations were es- wrt? “f‘ A PS. J ?11 ase‘gﬁr?{ \ o ?li o 3
tablished on each hill of the raunge, so that word e ni,r ﬂ“ N ;{‘“" °'m Bolrlu‘écgre E;naggr%f
could be sent from Stoughton to Westport, a are o d‘f“-” tl:v °rﬂ mans : p'i ol Bome of  theso
distance of over thirty miles, in twenty minutes. jaspor and other 1iné matoeris..

. nives are over nine inches in length.
One of these stations was situated on the high AXes are In two styles; Some Eﬁmg- and pel-

Lill overlooking and separating Lake Wingra ished without grooves, and othors shorter and
and Lake Monona. ‘The gﬁ?un di%lbaked hif"rd thicker with ggroovet;. Ocoaslonally a uaique
from the watch fires. pne nta., & lew and besutiful form is met with, some of them so
arrow heads, and pleces of pottery were found delicate as to be unflt for service. Plpes are
lylng & few inches ben%ath the b it ta‘f’ﬁ‘n 1nnd discovered having twe bowls, and are made of

In opening o new ros through the a and- baked clay and stone. More rarely are found
slide occurred, exposing & hollo?r place about specimens in whioh Catlianite (sacred pipe-
rix feot sguare, which containea the skeleton stone) is the material used. These are often
of & person who must have beaen a giant In his " worked into weird anad fantastic shapes.
day. Beneath the hand was an axo of syeuite, These mounds all belong to & continuous sys-
finished with great skill and very nicely pol- tem extending for over fifty mllos through the
isbed agd grooved, which weighed flve pounds. State, and two distinet limes cross cach other,
¥urther along the hill are six burlal meunds. forming & hugo S8aint Andrew’s cross, guarded
This ends the line of prehistoric worlis on this by forts at each corner. While sclontific men
gigg :’Ifuggﬁ city, leaving an open space of over have long been aware of the existence of 1thei;m

. ’ r f

Crossing the Ynhara on tho northorn limitsof | WoUGSFiL worke notiins bos Jo5s BO08 I W05
the olty the line of rortitications again appears. | obLtaining a better knowledgo of them. Every
The breastworks run parallel to the lake and year the plow is laying thom low, and persons
are about two hundred feet in length. A large lgnorant of their value in the eyes of seience
number of modern Indian graves are situated arc destroying not only the mounds thomselves,
on the outside of the walls. Inside the fortiflca- but also the relics contalned in them, and in a
tione rises a sacriticial mmound to the height of fow years thoy will have disappeared entirely.

fifteon feet. Upon excavatling this mound thero
was found an altar built of rough stones, on top
of and around which were linmense quantities or

. charcoal and ashes and a pipe-shaped object of

. slate. A short distance to the noerth, and seem-

| ingly guarding the works, is thoe ciigy of an elk

"~ over one hundred feet in length, in tront ot
which small round mounds of sand woere placed,

- but when opoeped they were found to contain

- nothing of any interest. One bhundred yards

\ irom this spot was a pottery manufactory,

. which, judging from the number of fraginents

lying around, must have supplied the greater

part of the oountry. The lake at this point .

| throws up great quuntitios o fresh-water elams,
The sholf’s were ground to powder and mixed
with sand aund clay found en the bunks, and this,
when baked hard, was formad into vases, jars,
and other utensils, many of whiclh are of beauti-
ful patterus and ¢xhibit a4 high artistic taste on
thio part of thie designer. ‘Thesoil in this vicinivy
is almost completoly covered with finginents ot
pottery. Tho eftigy of some animal beuaring o
very good resewnblauce to an alk in sitnated 4
few hundred yards northiward, in front of wiich
are two small mounds, a foot hizh and three
feet acrosg, made entirvely of sund.

in an exantinationof tae Wiscousin State Ilos-

pital grounds atteniion was first giveu to the
so-called © Lugle Mouad.” Tihis wound resem-
bles an eagle with expawded wiiers, atud is vory
perfeetly rormed. ‘The tody measures 1006 feot
in length and the expanded wings 300 on each
side of the body. “The tafl ig 40 feer wide,
and thoe Lealk is 10 feet in length. Three similar
nird miounds are situated in the tmmediare vicin-

Cily. Near the leit wing of the ** Eagle Jdound”

| is a graceilly-tormed mwound in the shape of a

deer with Lranciing horas, and further to the

north are hear, ggquirred, and turtle mounds, end

others in the shapo of animals now extinet.
works of dnfeuse crown the summitof the hill

a bundred yards furtiter on, and a large number

of burial mounds are found tiiero. There 18 avi-

denos of its occupation by two different and an-

tirely separate racea. While the one c¢rectoed

mounds over the dead and placed them in a sit-

ting posture facing the east, the other bhurjed

them a foot or two belosr the surfaca. where the
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