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Introduction to Ethiopian church

The Ethiopian Tewahedo Church is one of
the oldest Christian churches in the
world, with its origins dating back to the
4th century AD.

The Ethiopian Tewahedo Church uses the [}
Ge'ez alphabet, which is one of the

oldest alphabets in the world. The Ge'ez 39
alphabet is still used today for the liturgi- - L
cal books and other religious texts of the e
Ethiopian Church.

The Ethiopian Tewahedo Church has a
unique liturgical calendar, which in-
cludes many feasts and fasts that are
specific to Ethiopia.

The Ethiopian Tewahedo church is home
to the Ark of the Covenant, and the true
Cross

The Ethiopian Tewahedo Bible is notable
for its extensive canon, containing be-
tween 81 and 88 books, which is far
more than the KJV. An expanded canon
includes several texts not present in the
KJV, such as the: Book of Enoch. Book of
Esdras.




Awald books in the Ethiopian church

Awald means children, these books are children of the
holy bible. The books are taken from the bible and com-
posed for specific purpose.

— Theological Books
- Haymanote Abew, writings of the Apostolic Fathers
- The pastoral work of St. John Chrysostom.
- Book of the mystery by Abba Georgis
— Books on the orders of the church
- The liturgical book with the 14 Anaphora
- The book of Baptism
- The book of the Sacrament of Matrimony
— Books on Church administration and on counseling
- Book on the Synod of the Apostles in four parts
- The book on the Synod of Nicea
— Hymn books, mostly by Saint Yared
— Books on Calendar
- Book of Abushakir
— Books on History
- First writing on Zion
- History of the Kings of Axum
- History of the Kings of Zagwe
— Books on Lives and works of the Saints, martyrs,
Monks, hermits and monastics from all the over
the world that are known and chosen by God.
- Different philosophical books
— Books on Creation
- Phisalgos, Books on nature and behavior of Animals
— Book of Sena fetrat, Books on creation
- Book of Aksimaros by st Epiphanius.
— The Book of the Mysteries of the Heavens and the Earth.

The Church view on creation

The Ethiopian Church theological
perspective on creation is based
on scriptural evidence and the
insights of early Church fathers.

The Church believes that one of
the ways God's existence is known
is through creation. Therefore, she
teaches her children extensively
and clearly about creation. This
creation teaching is the first lesson
that students study within the
Church’'s educational system.

Because if the student or church
member has a distorted under-
standing or perception of creation,
they begin to doubt the exictance
of God. Since all of the church’s
teachings are based on creation, it
is a crucial area of study.
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of heaven and earth.

In addition to written materials, The
church, teaches the creation of the
world through various illustrations. The
images below are illustrations found in
various ancient manuscripts, explaining
the creation of earth and heaven.
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Layérs Showing Earth, the lower sk;, the BritLib. Orient 503, fol. 2v

firmament, water above, the heavens
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1 God creating Sun and moon in 1he firma- A man looks through a telescope at the constellations 4
% ment, the waters above and angels in the sky, above which are angels.
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Rock-Hewn Churches of Ethiopia Dagmawi Lalibela
The cosmological model of Earth inscribed on the wall of Dagmawi Lalibela
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How did God create the world
and everything in it?

In Ethiopian Church, the concept of creation
Ex- Nihilo (out of nothing) is deeply rooted in
the doctrine of creation. This foundational
belief signifies that God started the cosmos
without preexisting materials, demonstrating
his vltimate sovereignty and omnipotence.

- Angels and mankind are created to
praise and worship God as He is will-
ing to share and give His divine glory
and eternal life.

- For food and drink.

- To know God through His magnifi-
cent blueprint set in the creation.

The Holy Scripture clearly states that all creation was made in six days. If each creation
were counted individually, no one could have accomplished it. However, according to
their nature and lifestyle, they are categorized into 22 types.
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First day

In the beginning God created the heaven Menibere Mengisit (Throne room)

and the earth. And the earth was without =

form, and void; and darkness was upon 5 —mud (Up most Heaven)

the face of the deep. And the Spirit of > p——

God moved upon the face of the waters. o Eyerusalem Semayawit (Heavenly Jerusalem

And God said, Let there be light: and L T Ny

there was light. And God saw the light, - PVEVE R EVE TRV R

that it was good: and God divided the = Y 000 0 0 5 o
Ilght.from the darkness. And God called Rama (Angelic S B B 0 & & & ; :_ o
the light Day, and the darkness he called P N N W
Night. And the evening and the morning Erer (Angelic CIty*§):L:5%%%f:% MMM NN N ;%

were the first day. Gen 1: 1-5

On the 1st Day God made 8 Creations

Fire Water Earth
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The Earth

Wind Darkness The Seven heavens

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the Spirit of
Lig_ht _ L._ God moved upon the face of the waters.
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The Two Ways God Made Creation
1. Creation From Nonexistence to Existence 2. Creation by combining from existing creations s,i-‘*"
7 creations are made by this way. Thus are The rest 15 Creations are made by combining ;1
the four element Fire, Water, Earth, Wind, the four elements Fire, Water,Earth,Wind. l
Darkness, Light and Angels. 1
|
Characteristics of the four elements
Fire | Hot | Dry t | Up t
Wind | Hot | Moist | Dark | Up &
Water | Cold | Moist g Down | Tangible :
Earth | Cold | Dry | Dark |Down |Tangible |
God Creates the four elements
According to his character %
Fire - As Fire is powerful to burn and destroy all things L
it symbolizes God's might. 3
Water -As water wash away dirt and make things Clean L
It symbolizes God's purity. 1
Wind - As wind separate grains from chaff ,
It symbolizes God's righteous judgment. L
Earth - As Earth is strong to carry all the creatures on it, N
it symbolizes God's Omnipotent nature. y
Sl *&ﬁ > o~ L T - e AT 1 oy, e v - - ‘..:gmw_:%b . — V



Second day

And God said, Let there be a firmament
in the midst of the waters, and let it
divide the waters from the waters. And
God made the firmament, and divided
the waters which were under the firma-
ment from the waters which were above
the firmament: and it was so. And God
called the firmament Heaven. And the
evening and the morning were the
second day. Gen 1: 6-8

On the 2nd Day God made 1 Creation

The firmament

- Is made from water but it is firm
and strong as a glass.

- It carries the water above.

- God created it in the shape dome.
- This is to make the sun and moon,
to be able to shine down to us in-
stead of upwards.

- Colored blue to let us think of our
heavenly lives as we look at the sky.

The firmament,

Hanos (the water above)

Tefer (The firmament)

The deep waters below

The firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament
from the waters which were above the firmament.
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And God said, Let the waters under the
firmament be gathered together unto one
place, and let the dry land appear: and it
was so. And God called the dry land Earth;
and the gathering together of the waters
called he Seas: and God saw that it was
good. And God said, Let the earth bring
forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and
the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind,
whose seed is in itself, upon the earth:
and it was so. And the earth brought
forth grass, and herb yielding seed after
his kind, and the tree yielding fruit,
whose seed was in itself, after his kind:
and God saw that it was good. And the
evening and the morning were the third
day. Gen 1: 9-13
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On the 3rd Day God made 3 Creation

Vegetables, that can
be plucked with fingers. with Axe.

Trees, that can be cut

' Cereals and Grasses Plants, that can be cut
. with sickle.
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